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MCGOWAN GOVERNMENT — REFORMS 

710. Mr S.A. MILLMAN to the Premier: 

Before I ask my question, on behalf of the member for Joondalup, I would like to acknowledge in the Speaker’s 
gallery this afternoon for question time the student councillors at Mullaloo Heights Primary School and welcome 
them to the chamber. 

I refer to the confidence the people of WA have placed in the McGowan Labor government to deliver major 
reforms and make important decisions on behalf of Western Australians. Can the Premier advise the house of some 
of the major reforms that have been achieved so far this year by this government; and can he also outline to the 
house how the action taken by this government compares with the last term of the Liberal–National government? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

Mr Speaker, I can. I thank the member for Mount Lawley for the question. On 11 March, the people of 
Western Australia expressed overwhelming confidence in this Labor government to undertake major reforms, 
create jobs, make decisions, and broaden and diversify the Western Australian economy. What they said to us and 
what they said to the public is they were sick of a government that could not make important decisions, like issues 
to do with cemetery boards. They told us they were tired of a government that lacks horsepower. They were sick 
of a cabinet that was, in particular in the second term, ineffective and weak. 

I have a cabinet in which I have the utmost confidence. They are good people, working very hard, with a wide 
range of life experience and work experience, and together we have achieved a great deal in the last eight to nine 
months. There is too much to even mention here right now, but I will give members a snapshot. We have a major 
law reform agenda. Yesterday, we announced justice for the victims of child sex abuse. We have no body, no 
parole legislation. We are reforming the energy pricing system, something members opposite could not do when 
they were in office. We have the biggest reform to the taxi industry in history. We have the biggest investment in 
public transport and roads in history. We have the biggest expansion of the rail network in history. We are 
reforming the outdated local government legislation. The Minister for Sport and Recreation has sorted out the 
football stadium—something the previous government was not able to do. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: We turned around the situation at Banksia Hill, something the former government could not 
do. We have the first Minister for the Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence. She is out there, taking action 
across the state—indeed, this week. We are relieving overcrowded inner-city schools. We are getting the children’s 
hospital back on track. We have proper budget processes. We have a whole range of things that the last government 
could not achieve. 

We have learnt some things about the last term of the last government. I have a very interesting document here. It 
is the Insider magazine in today’s The West Australian. In that magazine, the member for Cottesloe had this to 
say — 

In any Cabinet, whether it be Federal or State, you usually have half a dozen people who are the drivers. 
And I lost most of the drivers. 

I think what he is saying there is that the current frontbench of the Liberal Party were passengers. They were 
second-raters. That is what he said. He said also — 

“I was conscious of the lack of horsepower in Cabinet the second time around. It frustrated me when I had 
some ministers who were not dealing with what I thought were pretty simple things.” 

I have considerable sympathy for the former Premier. But, unfortunately, those second-raters are now sitting along 
the entire front bench of the opposition. Those second-raters, as he described them, sitting along the entire front 
bench, are those second-term ministers in his government who he says were not up to it. What we have learnt from 
this very informative article is that the member for Cottesloe has actually told the truth about his own cabinet. The 
unfortunate reality for the Liberal Party is they are the people who are now leading it. 
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